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CACHE COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS ADVISORY BOARD 

MINUTES 

MARCH 14, 2018 
 

 

The Cache County Fairgrounds Advisory Board met in a regular session on March 14, 2018 in the Cache 

County Historic Courthouse, Council Chambers, 199 North Main Street, Logan, Utah 84321 

 

ATTENDANCE 

 

Voting Members of the Board in Attendance: 

Craig W Buttars - County Executive, Chairman 

Greg Merrill - County Council 

Cameron Jensen – County Finance Director 

LaMont Poulsen – Cache County Rodeo Manager 

David Erickson - County Council 

Gina Worthen – County Council 

Clark Israelsen – USU Extension 

 

Members of the Board Absent: 

Scott Williams – USU Extension (4-H) 

Lane Parker -- Cache County Fair Manager 

 

Also in Attendance: 

Bart Esplin – Fairgrounds Manager 

Lee Edwards – County Attorney’s Office 

Bartt Nelson – IT Director 

Julie Hollist-Terrill – Cache County Visitors Bureau Director 

Daniel Pete – Cache Event Center Marketing Director and Event Manager 

Cassidy Nemelka – Cache Event Center Marketing Director Assistant 

Janeen Allen 

      

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairman Buttars called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.  

 

REVIEW AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

It was brought up that on page 2 under “Digital Display Update,” it needed to be clarified on the last 

sentence that the down payment for the digital display came from the 2017 IT and Fairgrounds budgets. 

 

ACTION:  A motion was made by Worthen and seconded by Merrill to approve the 

minutes from February 13, 2018 as amended. The vote in favor was 5-0 (Erickson, 

Jensen, Williams, and Parker absent for vote) 
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ITEMS OF DISCUSSION  

 

1. Construction Update 

 a.   Decision on Stain for Interior Doors 

  Buttars showed those present samples stain colors for the interior doors of the Event Center. After some 

  discussion, the members of the board selected the darkest color as their preferred choice. 

 

10:05 a.m. – David Erickson and Julie Hollist-Terrill arrived 

 

 b.   Digital Display Update 

  Nelson reported that the 50% down payment is overdue because of the contract review process but  

  Benson is working it out with the county. Another 25% will be due 45 days after March 1st with the  

  remaining balance due when the display arrives. 

 

  Nelson recommended starting on the PO for the wifi within the next couple weeks, as well. 

 

  Esplin said he is working with Benson and the architect to make sure all the conduits and wiring are in  

  place for the digital signboard and the controls. 

 

 c.   Audio / Video Displays in Conference Rooms 

  Esplin said screens are not included in the bid, but any commercial grade screen will suffice. He also  

  noted that currently the plans don’t include wiring for sound in each of the conference rooms. Members  

  of the board agreed that they should wire all rooms for sound (microphone). A short discussion   

  followed regarding what type of microphone would work best in the rooms. Esplin will follow through  

  with this. 

 

10:16 a.m. – Cameron Jensen arrived 

 

Review and Prioritize Jr. Livestock RAPZ Applications 

Buttars said Junior Livestock turned in two applications for RAPZ funding: 

 $100,000 – Plan & Design for an additional livestock building 

 $76,000 – Purchase of two sets of portable bleachers 

These projects need to be prioritized along with the other RAPZ application submitted by the 

Fairgrounds. Erickson added that he understands the priority of the Event Center, but would like to 

include more of the Fairgrounds in the prioritization process in the future in order to enhance the 

marketability of the Fairgrounds as a whole. Pete agreed and said the additional buildings make it easier 

to bring larger events to the Fairgrounds. 

 

After some discussion, the board agreed to prioritize the projects this year as follows: 

1. Event Center Tables and Chairs 

2. Event Center Digital Display 

3. Temp Power 

4. Event Center Wifi 

5. Event Center Stage 

6. Trash Compactor 

7. Portable Bleachers 
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8. Roof on Maintenance Building 

9. Plan & Design for Additional Livestock Building 

10. Parking Improvements 

 

Poulsen pointed out that the new building would be larger than the pig, cow, and rabbit barns, and it 

would include a show arena. 

 

Erickson said with the livestock building, he hopes for much more opportunity for growth down the 

road. Buttars added that there should be a long-term plan for the Fairgrounds. Merrill suggested 

reviewing the site plan created by the university class and possibly inviting them to come up with an 

updated plan including the new facilities. 

 
10:35 a.m. – Clark Israelsen left 

 

Continued Discussion on Alcohol Regulations at the Fairgrounds 

Merrill said he was still unsure as to what the county could and could not do regarding regulations. 

Buttars said the County could mimic Logan City’s ordinance and turn it over to Utah Division of 

Alcohol Beverage Control. Edwards provided a clarification saying that the DABC doesn’t regulate 

private events. Public events require a Special Events permit from the State. He recommended that the 

party renting the Event Center be responsible for obtaining the permit from the State which can include 

consent from the local government entity (Logan City). As the owner of the property and facility, the 

County should require the leasing party to indemnify the County and require insurance. 

 

Edwards noted that the DABC does provide guidelines on determining private events. In a nutshell, if 

any member of the general public can pay to attend the event, it is considered public. If there is a list of 

invited guests only, then it is considered a private event. 

 

Hollist-Terrill asked if the County would require private wedding parties to provide insurance in order to 

lease the Event Center stating that she believes it to be too onerous for certain groups. Edwards 

suggested looking into what other venues in the area require. Poulsen said it comes right down to 

protecting the County from potential lawsuits. Nemelka asked if the County will require the leasing 

parties to provide security if their event serves alcohol. Pete said that the current draft document he is 

using states that anyone that has alcohol has to also get security, but that the facility would provide it for 

a fee. Edwards said he isn’t sure the County wants to be responsible for engaging the security force. The 

County could, however, recommend to the parties firms or agencies that provide security. 

 

Buttars said this will all need to be drafted in an ordinance for County Council approval. He said there 

should be a clear defining line as to what events can serve alcohol and what events can’t. Discussion 

now turned to enforcement of the policy at events and who should be required to make sure that it is 

being followed. 

 

Hollist-Terrill wondered how Logan City allowed a Beer Garden at their Block Festival. Edwards noted 

that the Logan City ordinance defers to DABC rules, but allows them to give local consent to a public 

event. The County would be subject to Logan City’s local consent requirements. 
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Hollist-Terrill suggested that groups serving alcohol at private events be required to provide their own 

licensed bartender, as well. Edwards said he thinks that requirement is part of the DABC guidelines. 

 

Edwards’ recommendation is that the County defer as much as possible to what the State (DABC) 

requires and be as much in compliance with their rules. Buttars then asked if the County should draft an 

ordinance to be presented to the County Council stating that events recognized as “private” by the 

DABC should be allowed to serve alcohol in accordance with their regulations. 

 
10:48 a.m. – Julie Hollist-Terrill left 

 

Merrill suggested that the draft ordinance should provide a summary of options for the Council to 

consider. Erickson added that deferring to the State is a better protection for the County. 

 

Buttars asked that a draft ordinance be written to take before the County Council for their consideration.   

 

Community Booth Update 

Worthen said she is ready with letters to go out to all the mayors in the County, but she is waiting on a 

theme for the Fair. 

 

Buttars said the board decided on the theme: Celebrating the Past, Creating the Future. 

He said he would be happy to present it at the next Mayor’s Association meeting or Worthen could 

come and present if she wants to. 

 

RFD TV Proposal 

Buttars said it has been submitted and we are waiting to hear from them as to when they will come. 

Poulsen said we should come up with a list of people who they can interview for the program. They will 

do 8 to 9 hours of interviews when they come. Some suggestions for people to interview include: Clark 

Israelsen, Jill Zollinger, families who have shown at the Fair for years, and long-term residents who can 

provide historical information. Worthen said she can provide a lot of historical photos from the research 

she did for the Celebration program. Other suggestions included local tourist attractions and agritourism 

businesses. 

 

Poulsen noted that the County will be responsible for creating the 30-second ad that will be promoting 

the County.  

 

Parking during the County Fair and Rodeo 

Buttars reported that the parking subcommittee has met and is currently working on a map showing the 

parking scheme to be used during the Fair and Rodeo. 

 

A question came up about whether the County should charge people a daily fee for the use of the limited 

power stations that are available. Buttars determined to continue that discussion with the parking 

subcommittee. 
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Open Items 

 Saturday Night Entertainment 

 Poulsen and Esplin have been in touch with Brown’s Amusements and their entertainment 

 promoter. They believe they can bring Ned LeDoux in for the Saturday night concert. 

 Parking for Brown’s Amusement Staff RVs during the Fair 

There is a need to find parking for the RVs of the Brown’s Amusements personnel while they are 

here for the Fair. Poulsen suggested putting them inside the fence south of the horse stalls on the 

east side of the Fairgrounds. Buttars prefers having them inside the fence as it makes it closer for 

them to go back and forth from the carnival and it is more secure. 

 Proposed Fee Schedule 

Esplin provided a proposed fee schedule for the Fairgrounds and explained the structure. It is a 

part of these minutes as Attachment A. Buttars said this will need to be presented to the County 

Council for approval. 

 Inaugural Event 

Pete said the options for an inaugural event for the Event Center are either right before or right 

after the Fair and Rodeo or move it to October. Buttars wondered about making the Fair be the 

inaugural event for the Event Center. After more discussion, it was decided to shoot for an 

inaugural event on July 27th and 28th. 

 Staffing during the Fair 

 Pete suggested opening up staff positions to the public and see if we could get some people 

 and/organizations to volunteer. 

 

 

NEXT MEETING 

 

April 10, 2018 at 9:00 a.m. in the Historic Courthouse Council Conference Room 

 

ADJOURN 

 

The meeting adjourned at 11:40 a.m. 


